Unarrested

Mike Jenvey has engineered his way to titles in single-seaters
and sportscars; and he can drive a bit too. By BEN ANDERSON

—

ike Jenvey is arguably the
best development driver

in club motorsport. Back-
to-back Formula Vee titles {in a car
that has since gone on to take two
more) and a Sports 2000 Duratec crown
in seven seasons are impressive feats in
themselves. But what makes Jenvey's
success so remarkable is that he

has engineered his way to the top —
winning in tired and unfancied cars
without the benefit of a factory budget.

The Loughborough antomotive
engineering graduate didn’t set foot in
a racing car until he was as, but alwavs
fancied he could pedal one quickly.
Time spent evaluating powertrains for
Ford on the Team RS test track honed
his car control, riding a motorbike on
the road taught him to read surfaces,
and thrashing his mates in corporate
karting events bolstered his racecraft.
In anv case, Jenvey's late start was
only delaying the inevitable.

His father Richard was no mean racer
himself, winning the BARC Modsports
championship in 1975 before taking the
Index of Performance trophy at the
1970 Le Mans 24 Hours, Growing up
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surrounded by sportscar glory fired
Mlike's enthusiasm and his dream of
one day winning Le Mans,

Jenvey abways maintained his interest
in motor racing, but waited until 2001
to act. Inspired by school friend Patrick
Sherrington’s efforts in Formula Vee,
to which Jenvey occasionally lent
a mechanicking hand, he made his
debut in a hired Scarab at Snetterton.

Tenvey qualified in the midfield and
spun at Sear on the first lap, but the bug
had bitten and he made one further
outing before deciding to commit to a
full campaign in 2002, Jenvey bought
Bryan McCleary's ageing Sheane g4,
which had failed to trouble the micdfield
in the hands of its previous owner,
and set about reversing its fortunes.

*It was a tired car,” says Jenvey.
“MNothing had been changed on it for
many years, so we stripped it apart
and put it back together nicely.”

Jenvew spent painstaking hours
rebuilding and stiffening his chassis,
altering the suspension and lowering
the car’s centre of gravity. He did
10 races, often having pulled near-all
nighters preparing the car, and finished
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1oth in the championship.

The following year Jenvey claimed his
maiden win, battling past Sherrington
and double (soon to be triple) champion
Jez Clark at Brands Hatch. Jenvey also
set a 52.38s Indy circuit lap record —
the first of four that he still holds today.

He recorded another win and lap
record at Snetterton two weeks later,
and finished third in the points after
another year of non-stop development.

“We've always done g9 per cent of
our development in races,” says Jenvey.
“Oine year [ tested four times in Vee,
but I'd rather spend a day in the
garage than on the track.

“It's not rocket science, it's about
attention to detail: reading the rules
and looking at the basics. We do a lot of







