ILOVE Cadwell Park. The
place is a mirache of modern
motorsport to which a visit
is like a holy pllgrimage.

But | get the impression
the feeling is not mutual
after last weekend's
Formula Vee double header.

T finish first, first you
must finish,” or 50 goes the
| old racing driver's adage.
| The sage who uttered those

words would no doubt tell
you making the start is also
quite important - something
I was unable to manage on
Saturday after shunting at
Charlies in qualifying.

Maybe the car just
understeered, possibly | just
ran out of talent, the truth
perhaps lies somewhere in
between. The net result: my
GAC interfaced with the tyre
barrier, ending my day early.

Repairs effected, | started
fourth for Sunday's heat. but
collided with Jake Oliveira's
Storm on lap one, which put
him in an ambulance and us
both out. Late braking, grass
and the eve of a Storm do
not mix wedl, and neither, it
seems, do Cadwell and L
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Jenvey and Johnson dominate

epic Sports 2000 encounter

REIGNING
)) SPORTS 2000
Duratec champion
Richard Johnson and

aspiring champion Mike
Jenvey dominated the
fourth round of the 2009
championship at Oulton
Park last weekend, with
third man Miles Griffiths
finishing more than 40
seconds in arrears after
25 minutes of racing.
Poleman Jenvey held
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a 35 lead at the halfway
stage, but Johnson never
gave up and in the closing
minutes was Once mMore on
the tail of Jenvey's Gunn.

Into Lodge Corner for
the last time, Johnson's
Van DMemen began to
draw alongside, but
Jenvey held his line to
emerge from Deer Leap
and cross the line a scant
0.0035 ahead of Johnson
after a superb race.

Gittimgs (leading ) won
the first |edi joust
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(10 LAFS: 1 Scott Mabwern (Ray GRS0E)
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The Pinto-engined
brigade were let out twice,
once to make up for the
washed-out Donington
affair. The first race had
to be stopped after six
laps to disentangle some
cars at Hislops. Patrick
Sherrington’s Tiga SCBo
was ahead at the time,
his nearest threat James
Barclay having fallen by
the wayside when a wheel
fell off his Swift DBz on
lap one. The second race
went the full distance and
Barclay was able to bank
on his wheels this time,
emerging the winner
from Sherrington by
less than half a second.

Scott Malvern's first
visit to Oulton Park was
rewarded with a win as he
defeated FF1600 title rival
Rory Butcher in a tight
finish. Both youngsters
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{OHE, 4 Steve Rl O0REL 5 Ancly Leswnie
(L6 bastin Fioberts (XH OW Lenrie

PL Poscie B0 0N (6 46kl
FORMILA FED (19 LAFS ] Bachard Gittings
Ul Yarsalss Bl 6 2 Slar! Abbolt D
‘S Wih)+ 2084, 3 D Coacle el Bicin ke
Witk 4 Yack Smith Ulerl Suimbi Ml
SRichan Mbtrham L Syl Mios),

6 Anchnrw W Uil Suzuka Ml

IFLL Gt b T A00s (A 0Smphil

JRACE TWO (1] LAFS) 1 Abbott 2 Smith

+] 060 3 ook 4 Bary Arenstrorg Ded)-
Sugouio et 5 Wan 6 Acdanm Walker e
Yaumaha M) FL Smath 1mae 77 5s (99 mphi

lenvey (10) outguaned
Johnsan in Sports 2000

admitted to making the
occasional mistake, but
both are clearly drivers to
watch. The older FF1600s8
were surprisingly sedate,
their race won convincingly
by lan Parkington's
Reynard FF&4.

A frenzied field of
Fiestas fought out their
championship round with
early leader Terence Clark
gradually reeled in by Mick
Sanderson and David
Elleslev, A mistake at
Druids cost Clark his long-
held lead to Sanderson, but
the latter then fluffed his
line at Hislops and Clark
was back ahead at the flag.
Sanderson and Ellesley
were split by o.002s, with
the top three covered by
0.55 across the line.

Simon Robinson
prevailed in the XR
Challenge encounter,
leading throughout but
crossing the line less
than one second ahead
of the sole survivor of his
challengers, Paul Bishop.

The hard core of Formula
Jedi competitors who made
the trip to the North West
suffered all manner of
problems, The highlight
of the two races was the
progress of Jack Smith
from the back of the grid
to a fourth and a second.

Winner of race one,
Richard Gittings, broke a
driveshaft at the start of a
curfew-curtailed race two,
leaving a delighted Stuart
Abbott to just hold off
Smith for the spoils.

B By lan Titchmarsh

July 16 2009 autesport.com 55




